
Grace and Peace Be with you this day. 

I am writing this on the Friday before Memorial Day. This year, due to the coronavirus pandemic, there will not be ceremonies 

honoring those who have died while serving this country in our various military branches while the country was at war. We often 

memorialize other veterans who have died, and veterans who are still suffering the consequences of military service. As the son 

of a veteran who served 28 years in the US Air Force and who passed away n 2012, I honor all the women and men who currently 

serve or have served in the military. 

As a pastor, however, I know that war, or any military battle, should not be. As has been known for thousands of years, war is all 

about old men sending young men, now women, into battle to achieve what old men (women?) want: honor, land, natural  

resources (gold, silver, oil, etc.), domination, power, revenge, and the list goes on and on. This is true around the world and, for 

the most part, it doesn’t matter the politics and religion of the place of the world. However, it should not be. Even so-called 

“Christian” nations are not immune from the sin of power and greed. This too, should not be. For the first 300+ years of Christian, 

followers of Jesus Christ, Son of God, eschewed military service and sought peace in their communities. They followed Jesus’ ethic 

of love of enemy, turning the other cheek, walking the second mile, and giving your shirt along with your coat. (Matthew 5:38-48)  

 
Big question on everyone’s mind – when will we be back in worship at the church? Here is my tentative plan: 

May 31, Pentecost Sunday – Still online, per Governor Walz’s orders 

June 7, Trinity Sunday – Parking lot worship and streaming online (if equipment arrives) 

June 14 and on – To be seen. 

Parking lot worship, or drive-in worship will have several rules based on Bishop Ough’s “Orange phase”. Cars will park in every 

other spot and the rows are to be staggered. I foresee using the stage by the oven. I think we can get 4 long rows in the parking 

lot with everyone facing south toward the stage. I will use a low-powered FM transmitter (on the way, I hope) and everyone will 

have to tune in to the station. There will be no bulletins passed out but I will send it via email. For now and the time being, offer-

ing is best given through Tithely, Vanco, electronic transfer (your bank to our bank), by snail mail, or dropped off at the church. 

Worship at Alex UMC will be different through the summer and we may be trying new things. Please keep the church and all your 

friends in your prayers. God bless you. Stay safe and stay healthy. 

Peace in Jesus Christ, 

Pastor Gary 

Still, we live in a sinful, violent world that will continually send young people into war. We honor their service while pleading with 

our leaders to find the ways of peace. The followers of Christ should always advocate for peaceful solutions to the problems of  

our world. Think about this: more Americans (twice as many or more) lost their lives in our wars in Afghanistan and Iraq than lost 

their lives on September 11, 2001 (9-11). Those wars were in retaliation for 9-11. (There were other motives, too.) How many 

lives would we have saved by finding other, peaceful ways to bring justice and reparations following 9-11? This Memorial Day, let 

us pray for our leaders to find true peace without violence or the threat of it. Let us pray for a day when no young person will 

need to fight in war. 
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Worship Attendance 
           2020                              2019 

Service       1st        2nd     1st     2nd 
May 3 online  145         63        98 
May  10 online  156             68          82 
May  17 online  134             53        62 
May  24 online 116             43         46 
May  31         45        64 

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, 

people serving in dangerous and 

difficult settings, returned and 

returning service people and their 

families, all who seek and await 

Publication Date for 

the next Messenger: 

 Articles for the June 

issue need to be in the 

office by NOON on Monday 

July 20th. 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policy—the church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present in 
the building.  Please call ahead before 
you come to church, as there are 
times when we are not in the building, 
even though we are working.  Also, 
most days someone is in the office 
earlier than 9:00 a.m. and later than 
1:00 p.m. 

Nursery is no longer staffed. So parents 

MUST watch their own child(ren).  There is a 

speaker in the room to listen to the sermon. 

Toys are available in Cart Two. 
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forward.    

Please watch the  

online calendar for 

more  up-to-date 

changes.  



As I look over the results of this short survey (below – 61 were returned), I see that people are ready to 

return to worship but are also concerned with their and other people’s health and safety. A plurality (25) 

will return as soon as possible taking all precautions with others waiting a few more weeks. Everyone 

will be looking for other signals, mostly businesses and restaurants opening, Covid cases minimal, and 

physical distancing recommendations being lifted. Everyone who returns will take multiple precautions and 

look for the church to help keep them and their loved ones safe. A plurality does not attend small groups (a 

shame), while those who do attend would wait awhile before resuming. Too few parents with young children 

returned the survey to draw any firm conclusions. When we do resume worship in the sanctuary, a plurality 

would prefer a limited number of seats at 1/4 capacity, about 60, with a strong second preferring ½ capacity 

seating. About half was not sure what we should do about worship when the bans are lifted and the other half 

was split between meeting and online worship. A majority said they were willing to worship in another room 

or at a different time if it allowed sufficient separation from others. Most people who responded have been 

members of Alexandria UMC for more than 10 years and the vast majority are nearing retirement or are re-

tired (ages 50+).  

 

Survey Results 

 

1. When our local government lifts its ban or guidance against churches meeting, which best describes your 

attitude toward returning to a worship service at church? Select one: 

5   I will return the first opportunity we have. 
25   I will return at first opportunity but with some concerns and precautions. 
14   I will wait several additional weeks before I attend. 
12   It may be quite a while before I return. 
5   Not sure 

 

2. In addition to our local government lifting its ban or guidance against public gatherings, are there other 

signals you would want to see before you return to attend a worship service at church? Select all that apply 

25   Local businesses are open again 
25   Local restaurant seating areas are open again 
14   Schools are open again 
28   The number of coronavirus cases near me is very small 
29   Most social distancing recommendations have been lifted 
6   None of these 
11   Not sure 

 

3. What precautions, if any, do you plan to take when you return to a worship service? Select all that apply 

44   I will wear a face mask 
53   I will stand and sit in places where I will be at least 6 feet from others (beyond my own family) 
57   I will avoid shaking hands 
56   I will avoid any physical contact 
46   I will avoid crowded hallways 
37   I will bring hand sanitizer 
0        None of these 

 

 



44. What precautions, if any, do you expect our church to take for worship gatherings? Select all that apply 

42   Limit handouts of any kind (e.g., bulletins, attendance pads, etc.) 
48   Use a new method for distributing Communion elements (bread and juice) 
44      Use a new method for collecting tithes and offerings 

56   Encourage social distancing in sanctuary seating 
43   Encourage social distancing in small group seating 
40   Prop doors open so people do not have to touch handles 
31     Set up one-way foot traffic entering and exiting the building and sanctuary 

44   Provide hand sanitizer stations 
58    Discourage shaking hands 

13     Allow a longer period of time between worship service hours 

5 Other 
 
 

 
5. Would you be willing to attend your small group (Adult Discipleship classes, Bible Study, Sunday School, 

etc.) where it typically meets? 

9  Yes 
23   Not right away 
26 I do not have a small group 
 

 
 

6. Do you have children age 18 or younger who live with you and typically attend church with you? 

4   Yes 
56 No 
 
 

 

   

If Q6=Yes, please answer #7 and #8. If Q6=No, please go to #9 

7. Would you allow your child(ren) to attend their Sunday School and/or Wesley Wednesday where it typi-
cally meets? 

1  Yes 

2  Not right away 

0 My children do not typically attend 
 

 

8. What precautions, if any, do you expect the church to take in children’s and student groups and classes 
when they resume? Select all that apply 

 2   Reduce the number of people in each room or move to a larger room 

 2   Seat children where they cannot touch each other 

 4   Prohibit snacks that would cause children to put their hands to their mouths 

 2   Require teachers to wear face masks 

 1   Encourage kids to wear face masks 

      1 Require teachers to wear gloves 
 
      3   Ask kids to use hand sanitizer before entering 
 
      3   Plan activities in which kids do not need to touch each other 
 
      0   Other ____________________________________________________ 

0   None of these 
 

 

 



9. Which of the following describes the attendance level at which you would be comfortable attending a 
worship service? I would be comfortable attending if the sanctuary is… 

1     Filled to capacity (every seat taken) 

2     Three-quarters filled (some empty seats throughout but no empty rows) 

21   Half filled (most people have empty seats either beside them or in front of them) 

28   One quarter filled (most people have empty seats beside them and in front of them) 

13 None of these (at least right away) 

 

10. When our local government lifts its ban or guidance against public gatherings, which of the following 
would you prefer for our church? 
 
14   Resume in person worship services at our church immediately 
15   Meet in small groups in homes and worship online for a few more weeks before resuming in 
   person worship services 
28   Not sure 

11. Would you be willing to attend a worship service at a different time than you typically attend to allow 
people to be more spread out in the sanctuary? 

47   Yes 

2     No 

12 Not sure 
 

12. Would you be willing to attend a worship service in an overflow room to ensure people (in the sanctuary 
and overflow rooms) are spread out? 

32   Yes 

7      No 

20 Not sure 

 

13. How long have you been attending? 

0    I am new in 2020 

2    Less than 2 years 

6    2-4 years 

6    5-9 years 

45  10+ years 

1 I don’t remember 

 

14. What is your age? 

0 Less than 18 

0 18-29 

4 30-49 

18 50-69 

34 70+ 

4 I prefer not to answer 



 

1 Jean Bristow 

 Gene Rose 

 Doris Thompson 

2 Bob Swenson  

3  Audra Bartell 

4  Helen Glade 

8 Mary Carpenter  

9 Virginia Ketter 

 Trevor Kunkel  

10  Leigh Brede 

 Jennifer Cummins 

 Paul Gerdes 

 Barb Venekamp 

11  Roy Good 

12 Connie Springman 

13 Roger Parks 

14  Hannah Nelson 

15  Tom Herr   

19  Dave Nomsen   

21 Bruce Pohlig 

22 Chayse Meyer 

23 Kevin Brezina 

 Mary Glade 

24 Caris Pass   

28 Michele Jahnke 

 Michael Merten 

29  Nancy Carroll 

30  Bev Vikander 

HAPPY 

BIRTHDAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Helen Glades family wanted to let everyone know  that Helen will turn 90 on June 4. Please 
reach out to her and wish her a happy birthday.  
 

Wood Fired Oven Pizza  Is star ting in June,  But they  have decided to car ry on with it 
just in a different way. Pizza Nights will be on Wednesday nights, 5-8 pm starting June 3rd. 
There are a couple options for Pizza Nights, 1)  curbside pickup .  2) There will  also be lim-
ited seating available to use per the governers orders with proper spacing  or 3) you 
could also bring a blanket to sit on the lawn if needed as long as proper distancing is 
used.  
Your order can be called in or ordered online to pickup at the time needed.  They  will be 
accepting check or credit cards. NO CASH ! ( as there wont be any change given back) 
There is a menu on Their Facebook page and on the website as well as a tab to order. They 
will now be offering dessert pizzas and monthly special pizzas as well. All proceeds go to 
support a wide variety of nonprofit organizations. Please join us starting June 3rd and  
every  Wednesday in June, July and August, 5:00-8:00PM. We serve pizza Rain or Shine. 

June Birthdays 



Worship Schedule at Alexandria UMC 

Because of the Coronavirus/COVID-19 situation, this schedule is subject to change. Changes, if 

necessary, will be announced via email. If you don’t have email, please stay in touch with 

someone who does. 

 

Sunday, May 31, 2020 – Pentecost Sunday 

9:00 AM premiere on our YouTube channel “Alex UMC” 

 

Sunday, June 7, 2020 – Trinity Sunday 

9:00 AM Parking lot, drive in Worship 

Rules will apply such as parking in every other spot and staggering the rows, windows rolled 

up, etc. Worship will be broadcast on an FM station to be announced. Bring your own coffee, 

pop, and popcorn. 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2020 – 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 AM Outdoor Lawn and Garden Worship between the church and the parsonage.  

Worshipers can choose to remain in their cars or sit on the lawn. Bring your blankets and/or 

your lawn chairs. Again, rules will apply, especially physical distancing. 

 

All Sundays after that will be the same, weather permitting, of course. 

All services will be live-streamed on our YouTube channel. 
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